First Mount Zion Baptist Church

07 September 2025

Reconciliation'
God’s Love Brings Reconciliation
Lesson Text: Joel 2:12-13, 18-19, 28-32
Black History Article Below Daily Bible Reading

Aim for Change
We will: EXPLORE what motivates people to repent and seek restoration;
APPRECIATE the love of God that enables prophecy, dreams, and visions; and SEEK
restored relationships in personal and community life.
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In Focus
Darlique had her beau, Bryce, wrapped around her finger. He would give her money
when she couldn’t pay her rent, but then she would spend the money on a night out with
her girls. Bryce would then give her more money to replace what she spent. He felt
Darlique should always have funds to pay her bills. When Darlique was irresponsible in
her finances, she would make a big show of being sorry for not spending the money the
way Bryce intended. She would be extra sweet to him by making his favorite dinner and
telling him how much she depended on him. Darlique began counting on Bryce and his
wallet to be around to bail her out.

The fourth time Darlique couldn’t control her spending, Bryce knew he had to do
something about it. He sat down with Darlique and told her, “Baby, you can’t keep
treating me this way. You keep saying you’re sorry for using up my resources, but then
you do the exact same thing the next month. If you were truly sorry, you’d try to change
your spending habits so you could pay your rent, or at least not waste the money I give
you to help. I can’t stay with a woman who acts like this.”

Without Bryce to help her, Darlique landed back in her parents’ house. As she sat on her
bed, staring at the stickers she placed on the ceiling as a teenager, Darlique knew she
would do anything to reconcile with Bryce—even live on a budget.

How does God reconcile us back to Him from selfishness and sinfulness?

Keep In Mind
And rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto the Lord your God; for He

is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repenteth of the
evil. (Joel 2:13 CKJV)

Lesson Text
Joel 2:12-13, 18-19, 28-32

12 Therefore, also now,” saith the Lord, “turn ye even to Me with all your heart, and with
fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning.”

13 And rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto the Lord your God;
for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repenteth
of the evil.

18 Then will the Lord be jealous for His land and pity His people.

19 Yea, the Lord will answer and say unto His people: “Behold, I will send you corn
and wine and oil, and ye shall be satisfied therewith; and I will no more make you a
reproach among the heathen.




28 “And it shall come to pass afterward that I will pour out My Spirit upon all flesh; and
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your
young men shall see visions;

29 and also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out
My Spirit.

30 “And I will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth— blood and fire and pillars
of smoke.

31 The sun shall be turned into darkness and the moon into blood, before the great
and the terrible day of the Lord come.

32 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be
delivered; for in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the Lord hath said,
and in the remnant whom the Lord shall call.

The People, Places, and Times
Joel: Joel’s name means “whose God is Jehovah.” Little is known of Joel except that he

was the son of a man named Pethuel. It is believed that Joel wrote the book named after
him during the time of Judah’s return from exile. Others believe that it was written right
before the death of King Josiah, just one generation before the exile.

Remnant: In the Scriptures, “remnant” refers to those who survived a disaster or
judgment. This remnant would continue the population of humankind or the people of
God. They would be holy and devoted to God and constitute the faithful. This concept is
found throughout the Old and New testaments (1 Kings 19:15-18, Amos 5:15, Romans
11:5). A remnant is a sign of God’s grace to humanity considering His stern judgment on
unrepentant sin.

Background
“Yehud (formerly Judah) was a small province under the power of the Babylonian

Empire. During a prior period of unification, Judah was the Southern Kingdom,
composed of two of the twelve tribes of Israel with its capital at Jerusalem (1 Kings 12-2
Kings 25). Joel’s message comes to Judah as a matter of urgency. It will mean the life or
death of Judah, and all future generations.

For Christians, the prophecy of Joel extends to us and to Christ’s church even today. The
Apostle Peter, speaking to the newly born church on the day of Pentecost, delivers a
sermon with the exact prophetic words of this passage from Joel (Joel 2:28-32; Acts



2:17-21). Prophecy functions to teach us God’s desires for our lives. It is a warning, a
teaching, and a call to action. The prophet must deliver the message to the people,
notwithstanding any of their own internal conflicts and hesitations. The prophet should
receive no personal gain or recognition. All of the attention resulting from a prophecy
should be focused upon God. “The responsibility of the hearer of the prophecy is to take
heed, transform their lives, and spread the word to those who are unaware of it.

Inner repentance, moral control, and faithfulness to God are of utmost importance as the
primary goal of humanity according to God’s purposes. Our ultimate path away from
God’s wrath is through our repentance and faith (Joel 2:12—17). Our capacity to have
faith and our ability to interpret the will of God is made possible by the outpouring of His
Spirit on all people. God’s merciful offering of the Holy Spirit to us is for a purpose: to
spread His Word as His witnesses to all the earth.

In Depth
1. God’s People Turn Back to Him (Joel 2:12—-13): The prophet Joel describes Judah

being devastated by locusts and scorching heat—the judgment Yahweh inflicts upon the
people. The prophet answers the question of who will be able to endure this judgment by
the Lord when it happens. The only way someone can expect to endure it is to repent,
which simply means to turn to God and away from evil. God only wants His people to
repent, but this repentance must be a move in the heart. To repent is to turn toward God
with all your heart and away from your current direction of sin.

The prophet leaves an opening for the possibility that as their hearts change, our Lord has
the capacity to relent from inflicting horrific consequences on us because of His
compassionate heart. Joel asks the question, “Who knows whether God will change from
the pronounced judgment?” God is sovereign, with the infinite ability to do whatever He
wishes. When God pronounces goodwill to us, we can count on His stable, strong word.
That is the compassion of God, the ability to suffer with His people and feel sorrow for
them that He has shown repeatedly in Israel’s history. God will relent from punishing us.
We have upon us the requirement to relent, repent, and change to move our hearts into
His direction.

2. God Turns Back to His People (Joel 2:18-19): Joel next lets the people know the
results of their repentance. The Lord would be “jealous for his land” (v. 18). He would
take special concern for His land and His people as they are His possession and in His
care. He would have pity on His people. God’s heart would be turned to His people, and



He would look on them with compassion. He would remember their limitations and
weakness. He would see their hearts turned toward Him.

The Lord’s care for His people would be represented by provision. His blessing would be
seen in their harvest. Prosperity would come to Judah. Their barns and vats would be full
of produce. This wouldn’t be their own doing, but a result of their relationship with God
and His mercy on them.

3. Whoever Turns to God Will Be Saved (Joel 2:28-32): Here, we see the benefit of
being God’s people—the outpouring of His Spirit “in those days,” meaning after the day
of the coming of the Lord. This gift is from God, but it is not limited to a select few
privileged by some materialistic stratification. The lowly are included and will receive
God’s Spirit (v. 29). These handmaids and servants represent the women and men who
are the poor, downtrodden, common, and oppressed. Truly, the last shall be first.

During catastrophic judgment, a promise is given. Those who call on the Lord will be
saved. Their repentance and dependence on God would be a refuge from His wrath. The
sun, moon, and heavens would be affected as signs of the coming day of the Lord.
Darkness would sweep over the earth, and the moon would turn red like blood. This
judgment would not affect God’s people who turn to Him in faith.

Liberating Lesson
God is a God of second chances. Many people don’t turn to Him for a variety of reasons.
Some are too proud, while others see themselves as unworthy and their lives as
unredeemable. These are all lies. The truth is that God longs to hear the cries of those
who repent. With this repentance comes restoration. God desires to restore His people to
a right relationship with Him. As they turn to Him, they can be assured of His love and
mercy to meet them where they are. A humble and broken heart of repentance is the key
to restoration.

Application for Activation

Read Joel 2:1-2, 12—-13. Do you constantly witness the sin, disobedience, and lack of care
for humanity and God in our world? Permit the prophecy given to Joel by God for
repentance to infuse your thoughts. Can you see how God’s Word can be made manifest
in your own life and the disobedient world around you? Share with your class members
the ways that specific groups and individuals can advance God’s kingdom by making a
change in their direction and their ways.



Take Aways

Closing Prayer



Daily Bible Reading
Christian Season:

Regular
Season Color: Green

Monday: Isaiah 18-22, Psalm 65:9-13
Tuesday: Isaiah 23-27, Psalm 66:1-4
Wednesday: Isaiah 28-30, Psalm 66:5-12
Thursday: Isaiah 31-35, Psalm 66:13-20
Friday: Isaiah 36-41, Psalm 67
Saturday: Isaiah 42-44, Psalm 68:1-6
Sunday: Isaiah 45-48, Psalm 67:7-1
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NOT PART OF THE LESSON
Educational Purposes Only
Black History Began in Africa

Amanda Berry Smith?
Evangelist | Missionary

(1837-1915)

“0, Lord, if You will help me I will believe You,” Amanda Berry Smith cried out to God
as she struggled with her faith. Though she grew up in a Christian family, she was never
quite certain of her own salvation. She prayed, she went to the altar, and yet she still

yearned. It wasn’t until Amanda verbalized her belief one day in a cellar in 1856 that she
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felt the inner peace that comes with salvation. That day, “Amanda made a promise not
only to grow in faith and her knowledge of the Lord, but to share that knowledge with
others. She did just that as an evangelist and a missionary.

Amanda was born a slave in Maryland in 1837. By the time she was 3 years old, her
father, Samuel, was able to buy his family’s freedom and move them to Pennsylvania. As
the oldest child of 13, Amanda had to help her family, so she took a job as a domestic
worker. She married twice; her first husband was killed during the Civil War, and by
1869, her second husband, James Henry Smith, an AME deacon, had passed on as well.
She had five children from these marriages; four passed away in their youth.

Although she had a minimal amount of formal education, Amanda had a gift for singing
and speaking. She became a very active member of the AME church, speaking to
congregations in several parts of the United States and spreading the Word of God.
“Amanda met with some criticism for spending so much time speaking to White
congregations, but no one could deny the impact that Amanda had on her listeners,
regardless of race.

At the urging of some friends who realized how truly gifted a speaker Amanda was, she
traveled to Europe in 1878 to begin a year-long missionary trip to work with churches
there to spread the Good News of Jesus. She then headed to India to spread the Gospel.
After his encounter with Amanda, a Methodist bishop, also doing missionary work in
India, commented, “I had learned more that had been of actual value to me as a preacher
of Christian truth from Amanda Smith than from any other person I had ever met.”

Amanda returned to England for a short period of time and then traveled to Liberia. She
did mission work in Liberia for eight years, preaching and working with various churches
and groups of people to share biblical truths. Amanda served as a missionary on four
continents. She diligently shared the Word of God throughout the world.

By this time, one could argue that Amanda had been a wonderful servant for the Lord, but
she was not finished yet. She returned to the United States in 1890 to minister to others.
By 1893, she settled in Chicago and embarked on a truly amazing undertaking: She set
out to open an orphanage for Black children. She was aware of the needs of Black
children in a segregated America, and she wanted to do her part to address those needs.
She decided to solicit private contributions, use money from her various speaking
engagements and lectures, and royalties from her autobiography, An Autobiography, The
Story of the Lord’s Dealings with Mrs. Amanda Smith, the Colored Evangelist, to fund the
orphanage. Amanda even published the Helper; a newspaper designed to promote and
garner support for the orphanage. She wanted the orphanage to be debt free when it
opened, and after much hard work and persistence, the first orphanage for Black children
in the state of Illinois opened in 1899 with five orphans and no debt. Many people heard
about Amanda’s orphanage, and it received support from several clubs for Black women.



The orphanage also received the attention of Ida B. Wells, who served on its board of
directors. Though the orphanage did not always pass state inspections for certification, it
was allowed to remain open because its need was evident. The Amanda Smith Home, as
it was called, stayed open and served many Black children until it was destroyed in 1918
by a fire.

Getting along in age and in poor health, Amanda retired and moved to Sebring, Florida.
She died on February 24, 1915. Her body was returned to Illinois to be buried near the
orphanage. Her funeral brought out many who wanted to celebrate the life of the woman
who kept the promise she made in the cellar so many years ago. Her funeral was one of
the largest for an African American at that time.”
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