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Faith?!
Faith in the Word of God

Lesson Text: John 1:1-14
See Black History Article Below Daily Bible Reading

Aim for Change
By the end of this lesson, we will: EXPLORE the meaning of the Word for the
world; FIND true inspiration for life in Jesus; and LIVE in relationship with
Creator God because of the “light” (grace and truth) that Jesus gives.

In Focus
Sister Selena is a gifted Christian who serves on her church’s Board of Trustees.

However, this was not always the case. She is a recovering alcoholic who used to
abuse her husband verbally. After years of tolerating Selena’s behavior, her
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husband had finally had enough. Selena arrived home drunk as usual one weekend
and found her husband and his possessions gone.

Selena had been miserable without him. One of her coworkers, Chanel, noticed her
downward spiral and invited Selena to join her and her mother, Lottie, at church
the following Sunday. After service, they all went out for lunch together. Lottie
asked Selena what she thought about attending church with them more often.
Selena said she probably wouldn’t be able to make it. Lottie pressed her, and
Selena confessed she felt uncomfortable going to church when her life was so
messed up.

Lottie told her about the life-changing relationship she had with Jesus. “Everything
changed when I decided to place my faith in Jesus Christ,” Lottie told Selena.
Selena could see their life was glorious from the testimonies that Lottie and her
daughter shared. Then Lottie asked Selena if she wanted to become a new person
in Christ. Right there in the restaurant, Sister Selena gave her life to Christ. She no
longer drinks; she and her husband are reunited and happy as you see her today.
Sister Selena did not just turn over a “new leaf.” She became a new person in
Christ.”

“How would your life have been different if you didn’t have faith in Christ?”

Keep In Mind
All things were made by Him, and without Him was not anything made that was
made.” (John 1:3, 21%' CKJV)

Lesson Text
Lesson Text: John 1:1-14

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God.

2 The same was in the beginning with God.

3 All things were made by Him, and without Him was not anything made that was
made.

4 In Him was life, and that life was the Light of men.

5 And the Light shineth in darkness, and the darkness comprehended it not.




6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.

7 The same came as a witness to bear witness of the Light, that all men through
him might believe.

8 He was not that Light but was sent to bear witness of that Light.
9 That was the true Light which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.

10 He was in the world, and the world was made by Him, and the world knew
Him not.

11 He came unto His own, and His own received Him not.

12 But as many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of
God, even to those who believe in His name,

13 who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man,
but of God.

14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us (and we beheld His
glory, the glory as of the only Begotten of the Father), full of grace and truth.

The People, Places, and Times
Gnosticism: Many of the early Gentile believers had been exposed to varying

strains of Gnosticism (an early heresy) and did not believe in the humanity of
Jesus. Gnostics sprang up in the Roman Empire at the same time as the Apostles
were spreading the Gospel. They believed that the physical world was bad and that
only the spiritual world was good. Gnostics did not believe that salvation came by
grace through faith in Jesus, but that only select people with secret “knowledge”
(Greek gnosis, as in Gnostic) were saved. Gnostics also taught that Jesus was not
God, but just one of many gods in one of the many realms of existence. As people
from diverse backgrounds became part of the church, it became necessary for the
apostles to correct errors in doctrine as well as encourage the existing believers. In
the Gospel of John, the writer seems to be addressing a mixed audience of
believers and unbelievers, Jews, and Greeks. The other Gospels had already been
written and circulated. John used his writing not to simply tell stories about Jesus,
but to explain Christian theology, especially the place of Christ Jesus.”



Background
The author of the book of John identifies himself as “the disciple whom Jesus
loved” (John 13:23; 19:26; 21:7, 20). Most scholars agree that the apostle John is
the author of this book. John was well-known in the early church and was
intimately familiar with Jewish life. He would have been an eyewitness to many of
the events recorded in the Gospel of John.

Dating of the Gospel of John is a matter of debate, with dates ranging from AD 50
to 95 or later. However, most scholars accept the later date of AD 95. Although we
may not know the exact date of the writing, we do know that the first-century
church was thriving. Even amid the threats of persecution and heresy, the church
continued to grow.

John wrote to encourage the believers, most of whom were Jewish. He affirms
their Jewishness as well as their faith in Jesus Christ, contrasting them with the
Pharisees, who claimed to be the true or real Jews. The first 14 verses of the book
of John summarize the whole Gospel. In these verses, we are introduced to Jesus—
who He is, what He does, and the role He plays in the eternal plan of God for the
world.

In Depth
1. Breaking Free from Death (Luke 24:1-10): “ Jesus Is the Word (John 1:1-3)

John introduces Jesus as the “Word.” The word used here is logos. The Greeks
understood logos to mean not only the written or spoken word, but also the thought
or reasoning in the mind. Jewish believers also used the word logos to refer to God
and would have connected this concept to the wisdom personified in the Old
Testament (see Proverbs 8). In tandem with wisdom was ability; in this case, God’s
wisdom was used to create the universe. Jesus is that wisdom personified. Through
Jesus, all things were created. To understand the creation, we must know the
Creator. All these concepts are bound up in the word logos.

As believers today, we may not realize all the nuances that the author intended. But
what we must learn is clear: Jesus was, is, and always will be. He is God. He is the
Creator and the Source of all life. The entirety of our Christian faith rests upon
accepting these truths.

How have you seen loaded words used or abused in your life?”



2. Jesus Is the Light (w. 4-9): John speaks of Jesus as “the light.” Jesus is Life
itself, and that Life is our Light (v. 4). When we receive this life Jesus offers, His
light replaces our spiritual darkness, and we become more like our Creator.
However, many people live in deep darkness, which often connotes sin in the
Bible. Even though Jesus is the light to dispel darkness, many people refuse to
accept the light of salvation. It’s the same today. People are so thoroughly
entrenched in their sin and ignorance that they are blind to the light.

God can use anyone to pierce through the darkness. In Jesus’ time, God sent John
the Baptist to bear witness to Jesus (w. 6-7). John the Baptist did not want people
to believe in him; he pointed the way to Jesus. Today, God uses His written Word
and the power of the Holy Spirit to testify to the Light. He also uses believers.
Every believer should view himself or herself as a testimony to the truth of
salvation through Jesus Christ.

What has the Light of Christ made clear to you?

3. Breaking Bread (Luke 24:30-35): “ Jesus Reveals God’s Character (w. 10-14)
Although Jesus created the world (Colossians 1:16), the world did not recognize
Him as Savior (John 1:10). Jesus came to the Jews first, but most of them rejected
Him as their Messiah. His gift of salvation is offered freely to all. When we do
receive Jesus, God gives us the right to become His children (v. 12), not
physically, but spiritually We are considered His heirs (Galatians 3:29), eligible to
receive all of His promised blessings.

We cannot become God’s children by any means other than through salvation in
Jesus Christ, whom God sent to the earth to take on human flesh. He came to live
with us, to feel our pain, to experience our joy, and to know our sorrow.

John’s Jewish readers would have understood the word “dwelt” to be connected to
the word for “tabernacle,” where Gods presence dwelt. As modern-day believers,
we can’t physically touch Jesus, yet we can see His glory. We can testify to the
miracles He has worked in our lives and the lives of others. We can bear witness to
the power of salvation.

Why did Jesus need to become a human to understand humanity?



Liberating Lesson
Jesus came into this world in the form of human flesh, yet those around Him did not
acknowledge Him for who He is: God. They chose to continue living in darkness
rather than receiving the Light. Things aren’t so different in our world today. In
modern society, many people have become accustomed to a fast-paced, hectic
lifestyle. They are easily distracted, often bored, or generally dissatisfied with life.

Jesus came to free us from the rat race. His light reveals that we are in fact human
beings, made in the glorious image of God. Jesus’ light burns away our ignorance
and reveals our worth. It is then up to us to embrace that worth instead of taking the
darker, but easier, path.

Application for Activation
“This week, ask God to reveal Himself to you in a new way. Spend time praying,

reading the Word, and meditating on what you have read. Let God’s Word permeate
your spirit so that you might know God more deeply. Rejoice in the fact that God
has revealed Himself to you through Jesus, the Word made flesh, and that He will
continue to do so.

Take Aways

Closing Prayer



Daily Bible Reading
Christian Season:
Pentecoast!
Season Color: Green

Monday: Mark 2:13-3:19, Psalm 97:8-12
Tuesday: Mark 3:20-4:34, Psalm 98
Wednesday: Mark 4:35-5:43, Psalm 99
Thursday: Mark 6:1-6:44, Psalm 100
Friday: Mark 6:45-7:37, Psalm 101:1-5
Saturday: Mark 8:1-9:6, 101:6-8
Sunday: Mark 9:7-50, Psalm 102:1-11
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NOT PART OF THE LESSON
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Black History Began in Africa

The Haya People of Tanzania'

The Haya people, native to northwest Tanzania, have a rich history
dating back over 2,000 years. Known for their advanced ironworking
skills, the Haya produced high-grade steel in precolonial times.
Residing near Lake Victoria, their culture is intertwined with the
lake’s resources.

In 100 A.D., the Haya people of Tanzania invented carbon steel and
they were making it for around 2300 to 2000 years. It is known that
the elders were in charge of making the metal and they used mud and grass to make carbon. Iron
was used with carbon over an open furnace to produce steel. When compared to European
metallurgists, the Haya people were centuries ahead. This advanced metallurgical knowledge
allowed the Haya to create high-quality steel tools and weapons, significantly contributing to
their agricultural and societal development.

I hitps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sR Meli9UBU

THE 555TH PARACHUTE INFANTRY COMPANY “TRIPLE NICKLES”
In 1944, a group of Black infantry Soldiers gained entrance to the Army’s elite Airborne

School. After graduating from the grueling course, they faced continued racial prejudice in the
Army and society. Since most of the first graduates came from the 92nd Infantry

Division “Buffalo Soldiers,” this new organization became the “Triple Nickles,” after the
Buffalo Nickle. This new unit became a pioneer in airborne operations, from firefighting to
atomic warfare. As the Army pushed Black Soldiers to menial jobs, the Triple Nickles became
the first Black parachute infantry battalion and found a welcoming home in the airborne
community. After the war, they made the 505th Parachute Infantry Regiment and the 82d
Airborne Division the first integrated combat unit.



https://love-africa.com/haya-people/?srsltid=AfmBOop-A242c3iRpYJQz63PCQRIYx_eeQ-UVsc1UCrnoIP2AZCzejyI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sR_Me1i9UBU
https://www.thenmusa.org/articles/buffalo-soldiers/
https://www.thenmusa.org/articles/triple-nickles/

