
David: Loving Your Enemy 

1 Samuel 24 

March 30, 2022 

 

Introduction: The Apostle Paul say without love our Christian lives amount to nothing (1 

Corinthians 13). Jesus said the world will know He is risen by our love for one another John 

13: 34-35. Ask God to fill you with His love for God and for others. 

It's difficult to love those who have hurt us deeply. Saul slandered and falsely accused David. He 

hated and feared him because God had anointed David to become king in Saul’s place (1 Samuel 

16:1-13). To protect his power and possession Saul kept trying to kill David. In this chapter we 

observe David’s response. Read 1 Samuel Chapter 24.  

Background note:  Read 1 Samuel chapters 15-23 as preparation for the study. This will provide 

additional background information you will need to better appreciate the fascinating relationship 

between Saul and David. 

Review Questions: 

1. What aspects of David's character are revealed in this text? 

2. Saul had an overwhelming military advantage over David (compare 24:2 to 23:13). In 

spite of this, how does David suddenly have the opportunity to kill Saul (24:3-4)? 

3. How do David's men interpret the circumstances (v.4)? 

4. If you were in David's position, why might you be tempted to follow the counsel of your 

men? 

5. What do you think there is conscious stricken after cutting off the corner of Saul’s robe 

(vv.5-6, 10)? 

6. How can viewing our enemy from God's perspective enable us to have a change like 

David’s? 

7. How does David proper understanding of himself and God's judgement set him free to 

love his enemy (vv.8-15)? How can a similar understanding help us to love others more 

freely? 

8. Describe the powerful effects David’s attitude and actions had on Saul (vv.16-21)? 

Reflect and Pray: 

 Identify one or two people who might you consider to be your enemies. Why is it hard to act 

lovingly or respectfully toward such a person? 

 What practical steps can you take to serve as a channel of God's love to the person(s) you 

have identified. 

Dear God, help me to love as David did. Amen. 

Now or Later: Read the parable of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10:25-37. What further 

instruction does Jesus give us about loving our neighbors?  

 



1 Samuel 24 (NKJV) Now it happened, when Saul had returned from following the Philistines, 

that it was told him, saying, “Take note! David is in the Wilderness of En Gedi.” 2 
Then Saul 

took three thousand chosen men from all Israel, and went to seek David and his men on the 

Rocks of the Wild Goats. 
3 

So he came to the sheepfolds by the road, where there was a cave; 

and Saul went in to attend to his needs. (David and his men were staying in the recesses of the 

cave.) 

4 
Then the men of David said to him, “This is the day of which the LORD said to you, ‘Behold, I 

will deliver your enemy into your hand, that you may do to him as it seems good to you.’ ” And 

David arose and secretly cut off a corner of Saul’s robe. 
5 

Now it happened afterward 

that David’s heart troubled him because he had cut Saul’s robe. 
6 

And he said to his 

men, “The LORD forbid that I should do this thing to my master, the LORD’s anointed, to stretch 

out my hand against him, seeing he is the anointed of the LORD.” 7 
So David restrained his 

servants with these words, and did not allow them to rise against Saul. And Saul got up from the 

cave and went on his way. 

8 
David also arose afterward, went out of the cave, and called out to Saul, saying, “My lord the 

king!” And when Saul looked behind him, David stooped with his face to the earth, and bowed 

down. 
9 

And David said to Saul: “Why do you listen to the words of men who say, ‘Indeed David 

seeks your harm’? 
10 

Look, this day your eyes have seen that the LORD delivered you today into 

my hand in the cave, and someone urged me to kill you. But my eye spared you, and I said, ‘I will 

not stretch out my hand against my lord, for he is the LORD’s anointed.’  

11 
Moreover, my father, see! Yes, see the corner of your robe in my hand! For in that I cut off the 

corner of your robe, and did not kill you, know and see that there is neither evil nor rebellion in 

my hand, and I have not sinned against you. Yet you hunt my life to take it. 
12 

Let 

the LORD judge between you and me, and let the LORD avenge me on you. But my hand shall not 

be against you. 
13 

As the proverb of the ancients says, ‘Wickedness proceeds from the wicked.’ 
But my hand shall not be against you. 

14 
After whom has the king of Israel come out? Whom do 

you pursue? A dead dog? A flea? 
15 

Therefore let the LORD be judge, and judge between you and 

me, and see and plead my case, and deliver me out of your hand.” 

16 
So it was, when David had finished speaking these words to Saul, that Saul said, “Is this your 

voice, my son David?” And Saul lifted up his voice and wept. 
17 

Then he said to David: 

“You are more righteous than I; for you have rewarded me with good, whereas I have rewarded 

you with evil. 
18 

And you have shown this day how you have dealt well with me; for 

when the LORD delivered me into your hand, you did not kill me. 
19 

For if a man finds his enemy, 

will he let him get away safely? Therefore, may the LORD reward you with good for what you 

have done to me this day.  

20 
And now I know indeed that you shall surely be king, and that the kingdom of Israel shall be 

established in your hand. 
21 

Therefore swear now to me by the LORD that you will not cut off my 

descendants after me, and that you will not destroy my name from my father’s house.” 

22 
So David swore to Saul. And Saul went home, but David and his men went up to the 

stronghold. 


