October 6, 2021

Song of meditation:

Psalm 119 (NKJV) — Life According to Your Word - Meditations on the Excellencies
of the Word of God. Read vv.65-80

Introduction: Psalm 119 is an example of what is called an “alphabetic acrostic.” Each
stanza—made up of 8 verses—begins each line with the same letter of the Hebrew
alphabet. For verses 1-8, every line begins with the letter “aleph,” the first letter in the
Hebrew alphabet. For verses 9-16, every line begins with the letter “Beth,” the second
letter in the Hebrew alphabet. The psalm follows this structure for all twenty-two letters
of the Hebrew alphabet. This style of poetry was often utilized to help with effective
memorization.

Psalm 119 is a shadow of what has come in the person and work of Jesus Christ. We
do not gain the blessed life through works of our own, but through the finished work of
Jesus Christ, which is credited to us by faith. A disciplined reading of God’s Word will

ultimately lead us to the Word made flesh—Jesus.

In this Psalm there are 8 basic words used to describe the Scriptures, God's written
revelation to us:

\La_w[ (torah, used 25 times in Psalm 119): "lts parent verb means ‘teach' or
‘direct’; therefore coming from God it means both ‘law' and ‘revelation.' It can
be used of a single command or of a whole body of law." (Kidner)

. (dabar|, used 24 times): The idea is of the spoken word, God's
revealed word to man. "Proceeding from his mouth and revealed by him to
us." (Poole)

, used 23 times): "From shaphat, to judge, determine,
regulate, order, and discern, because they concerning our words and

works; show the by which they should be regulated; and cause us
to what is right and wrong, and accordingly.” (Clarke)

\Testimonies\ (edut/edot, used 23 times): This word is related to the word

for witness. To obey His "signifies loyalty to the terms of the

covenant made between the Lord and Israel." (VanGemeren)

« Judgments| (mispatim

\Commandments\ (miswah/miswot, used 22 times): "This word emphasizes

the straight authority of what is said ... the right to give orders." (Kidner)
Statutes| (huggim

, used 21 times): The noun is derived from the root verb

"engrave" or "inscribe"; the idea is of the written word of God and the




authority of His written word. "Declaring his authority and power of giving us
laws." (Poole)

Precepts| (pigqudim|, used 21 times): "This is a word drawn from the sphere

of an officer or overseer, and man who is responsible to look closely into a
situation and take action. . .. So the word points to the particular instructions
of the Lord, as of one who cares about detail.” (Kidner)

(imrah), used 19 times): Similar in meaning to [dabatr, yet a different
term. "The ‘word' may denote anything God has spoken, commanded, or

promised." (VanGemeren) excerpt from Blue letter bible.org

Review and Reflect:

1.
2
3.

4.
5.

List the words found for God’s Law in this text that we discussed in our opening
introduction. (i.e., statues, law)

. What does it mean to live in fellowship with the Lord?

Reflect on a time when what was meant for evil toward you God turned to
good/blessing. How does this make you feel?

How do you “wait” on the Lord?

Rewrite TETH or YODH in your own words.

LIVE IT OUT
Pray: Set aside time this week to pray and ask God to teach you how to delight in God’s
Word. Incorporate verses Ps 119:65-80 into your prayers this week.

Memorize: Select 2—3 verses from the text we studied this week that encourage you
to delight in God’s word.

Journal: Sometime this week, sit down and write about what it means to have a
relationship and fellowship with God.

NOTES:




v TETH

5 You have dealt well with Your servant, O LoRD, according to Your word.

66 Teach me good judgment and knowledge, For | believe Your commandments.

67 Before | was afflicted | went astray, But now | keep Your word.

%8 You are good, and do good; Teach me Your statutes.

% The proud have forgedX a lie against me, But | will keep Your precepts with my whole
heart.

0 Their heart is llas fat as grease, But | delight in Your law.

Lt is good for me that | have been afflicted, That | may learn Your statutes.

2The law of Your mouth is better to me Than thousands of coins of gold and silver.

'YOD

3 Your hands have made me and fashioned me; Give me understanding, that | may
learn Your commandments.

’4Those who fear You will be glad when they see me, Because | have hoped in Your
word.

51 know, O LORD, that Your judgments are [Mright, And that in faithfulness You have
afflicted me.

6 Let, | pray, Your merciful kindness be for my comfort, According to Your word to Your
servant.

T Let Your tender mercies come to me, that | may live; For Your law is my delight.

8 Let the proud be ashamed, For they treated me wrongfully with falsehood;

But | will meditate on Your precepts.

9 Let those who fear You turn to me, Those who know Your testimonies.

80 et my heart be blameless regarding Your statutes, That | may not be ashamed.
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