The Gospel of John: Knowing Jesus

Chapter 5 “Opposition Begins””
February 12, 2020
Overview: So far, the Evangelist (the writer of the Gospel of John) has been showing how various people: John the Baptist and his disciples, the villagers of Cana, the people of Jerusalem, a Pharisee, the Samaritans all have began to learn about Jesus identity and message, but as in 2:12-25 made clear, Jesus radical words and deeds were bound to win Him followers and enemies.  In chapter 5 the Gospel writer unfolds the increasingly bitter opposition Jesus attracted with His increasingly shocking ministry to the Jewish masses.  Running the vendors out of the Temple offended the priestly Sadducees.  In this study we will see what made the Pharisees so angry. 
Jesus Heals a Crippled Man:

1.  What major themes do you hear in the reading of this text? ______________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What are the major differences in the focus of chapter 4 and chapter 5?_____________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Why do you think Jesus asked the crippled man if he wanted to be healed? ___________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

4.   The crippled man does not answer Jesus’ question directly.  What does his reply tell you about him and his focus? ____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.   Does this man’s healing depend on his faith? Explain your answer and why is this important? ___________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

6.  In vv 17-47 Jesus is speaking about Himself what does this teach us about Him? ______________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Jewish leaders reject Jesus
7. What reasons emerge from chapter 5 for the Jewish leader’s opposition to Jesus? _____________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. In what areas does Jesus claim to be equal with God the Father? ___________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
9. What witnesses to His identity does Jesus name?________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. For what faults does Jesus rebuke the Pharisees? List as many as you can ___________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

A time for reflection: What one truth from this lesson seems most significant to you today? _______________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A time for worship: Praise God and Jesus for the truths revealed in chapter 5 about the Father and the Son.  Their desire and ability to heal, their constant work on the behalf of humanity, the gift of life to you, their worthiness to judge the people and the witness of the Word. 
How will you apply this study to your life? ______________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

No study next week November 11th Veterans Day church closed

Next study: John chapter 6 “The Bread of Life”
References: Through the Bible in one year by Stringfellow, NIV study Bible and NKJV Study Bible

