The Gospel of John: Knowing Jesus

Chapter 3 “Born of the Spirit”
January 22, 2020
Overview: Having come to Jerusalem for the Passover, Jesus was despised by the Sadducees, the priest who control the Temple. By driving the merchants out of the temple, Jesus has publicly denounced the way the Sadducees are treating God’s and his house. While a Pharisee leader by the name of Nicodemus comes to Jesus by night seeking answers for life. Tonight we discuss chapter 3 and what it means to be “Born of the Spirit”.
1. Given the circumstance in which Nicodemus chose to visit Jesus (3:2), what do you think Nicodemus’s purpose was? ___________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

2. From Jesus’ words in v.3 what question do you think he saw in Nicodemus’s heart? ___________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. How do you know when you have been transformed by the new birth? _____________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4.   Is it possible to live by the truth through one own moral efforts?  Before you answer consider 3:3 and 3:20-12. _______________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.   Jesus had barely begun His ministry, but according to vv.14-15, what did Jesus already know about His mission? __________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

6.  What does vv.16-18 tell us about God the Father and Jesus the Son? _______________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

____________ _____________________________________________________________________________
7. Jesus came because of God’s love to save and not condemn humankind.  Why do you think is it so hard for some to accept God’s love by accepting Jesus? ____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. In v. 30 John the Baptist says, “He (Jesus) must increase and I must decrease” what does this statement mean and why is it important for all of us? _______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
9. In 1: 35-37, John the Baptist and his disciples follow Jesus.  What does this tell you about John the Baptist?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 10. What does being “born of the Spirit” mean to you? Why? _______________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
A time for reflection: Does your behavior indicate that you love darkness or light?_______________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A time for worship: Thank God for enabling you to be reborn. Thank God for His love in giving the Son (Jesus) to save you.  Thank God for enabling you to “choose” light rather than darkness.
How will you apply this study to your life? ______________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Next week: Join us for Wednesday Worship January 29, 2020

February 5, 2020 : John chapter 4 “Living Water”

References: Through the Bible in one year by Stringfellow, NIV study Bible and NKJV Study Bible

