The Gospel of John: Knowing Jesus

Chapter 12 “The Hour Comes”
April 22, 2020
Overview: Jerusalem and the villages nearby are buzzing with the news of how Jesus raised a man after four days in the tomb.  Pilgrims from Galilee are pouring into the Holy City and adding their own testimony about the teacher from Nazareth.  Everyone has the same question: Is this the Messiah, the King who will deliver Israel from Roman oppression and bring the golden age of peace and prosperity? But such speculations must be whispered, for the Sanhedrin regards Jesus as a criminal and has decreed that to conceal His whereabouts is a punishable offense (11:55-57).  Jesus has not been seen since the miracle, and many doubt that He will dare to appear in Jerusalem for the Passover.  This is the crucial moment: Will Jesus defy the Sanhedrin and claim His throne, or will He retreat? Neither the plotters nor the crowd understands Jesus’ heart.
Anointing in Bethany (vv.1-8):

1a. How do you interpret Mary’s feelings and reason for what she did? _______________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

b. How do you interpret Judas’ response? ________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  What attitudes about Himself, His mission and the priorities of His friends does Jesus convey? ___________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Triumphal Entry (9-19)
3. When the Galileans tried to proclaim Jesus King, He refused (6:15), but at this Passover He chose to ride into Jerusalem on a donkey amid public acclaim.  Why do you think He accepted the acclaim at this time?________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What catches your attention most about the scene in vv.12-19? (For instance, what details strike you as most significant or personally relevant? Why is the scene important? What do you think John wants to teach or reinforce to his readers? How does the scene make you feel?)_____________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
A prediction of death:
5a. What did the coming of the Gentiles prompt Jesus to talk about?__________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

5b. Why do you think the Gentiles coming was a sign that Jesus hour of His glory had arrived? _____________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
6.  The “hour” was the moment for both Jesus and the “Father” to be glorified.  What events were going to glorify the Father and the Son? ________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Recall the meaning of light from earlier in the Gospel (1:9, 3:19-21, 8:12).  What is Jesus saying in vv.35-36? _________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

8. According to 12:37-41, why did almost none of the Jews believe in Jesus, despite His signs that pointed to His identity and mission? _____________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
9.  What priorities kept some from confessing their faith in Jesus publicly? _____________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

10. What does Jesus say in His final appeal about?

· His identity and relationship to the Father?_________________________________________________

· His mission __________________________________________________________________________

· Those who reject Him __________________________________________________________________

A time for reflection: What truths from this lesson seems most significant to you today? _________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How will you apply this study to your life? ______________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A time for worship: Praise Jesus as He who comes in the name of the Lord, the King of Israel, the King who comes with a mission of peace, the Anointed One who is anointed foe death, and burial.  He who glorified the Father and Himself by His death, He who came as light, He who spoke and acted as the Father commanded, He who reveals the Father. Ask Him to help you believe in Him, keep His words, love Him more that your life and go where He send you.
Next week: John chapter 13: “Love and Betrayal” 
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