The Gospel of John: Knowing Jesus

Chapter 1

January 8, 2020
Overview: The gospel writer John presents who Jesus was/is. This study demonstrates how Jesus continually looked beyond the superficial to the real issue. He is our Good Shepherd, Messiah, King and the Vine, who gives us life. He is our Bridegroom who wants us to share in his glory.  Finally, as our Savior he paid for our sins, conquered death, and gave us the privilege of continuing his mission to the world.
The Author:  The Apostle John is the writer and namesake for this gospel writing.  He was the son of Zebedee the brother of James, these two were surnamed by the Lord “The Sons of Thunder” (Mark 3:17). John wrote three epistles, the Revelation and this gospel.  John was the beloved pastor at Ephesus, and later exiled to Patmos by the Emperor Domitian where he wrote the Book of Revelation.
Central Theme: 
· “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name” John 1:12 
· “And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; “but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name”.  John 20:30-31
The Structure of the book:
1. The Prologue - 1:1-18  (prologue: the preface or introduction to a literary work)
2. Jesus Public Ministry  - 1:19 through 12:50

3. Jesus Private Ministry – chapters 13 through 17

4. Jesus Suffering and Death – chapters 18 and 19

5. Victory over death -  chapters 20 and 21

The major differences in John’s gospel: omissions in the Gospel of John. The conclusion John 21:25
· No genealogy is recorded at all (as in Matthew and Luke).

· No account of His birth – because He was “in the beginning”.

· Nothing about His childhood

· Nothing about His temptations

· Nothing about His transfiguration

· No account of the ascension

· No great commission charge

Three Keys to John’s Gospel:
· John 1:12 _____________________________________________________________________
· John 16:28 ____________________________________________________________________

· John 20:31 ____________________________________________________________________

The Prologue: John 1:1-18 - The WORD became Flesh:

1.  In the prologue what are the four names or designations for our Lord:
v.1 __________________, v.4 ___________________, v. 9 _____________________, v.18 _______________.

2. In relation to the Father, Jesus is the ________________ and the _______________________________. Our Lord Jesus is the Word, the expression of God toward all men and also the expression of God before all creation.  Jesus was not ______________ the beginning, He was __________the beginning.  He was not only with God, He was God.
3. In relation to us, Jesus is ____________________ and ____________________________________ v.4-9.

4. The incarnate One (in the flesh) is “full of _______________________ and _______________________”.
5. Remembering the facts of the prologue. Compare verse 1 and 14 

	VERSE 1
	VERSE 14

	In the beginning was the WORD
	And the Word became flesh

	And the WORD was with God
	And dwelt among us

	And the WORD was God
	Full of grace and truth


John the Forerunner of Jesus vv. 19-28: 

6.  What did John testify about Jesus? Record as many observations as you can find. _____________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.  How would you describe John the Baptist mission in your own words?  How does he present Christ? __________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Jesus the Lamb of God vv. 29-34
8. What is the significance of Jesus as the “Lamb of God”? __________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Jesus calling His disciples vv.35- 51
9. Who were the disciples called by Jesus in this text? ______________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

10.  What is Jesus saying about himself in vv.50-51? _______________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

A time for reflection:  The titles given Jesus in this text are worthy of worship, honor and praise.  Praise Him now for being the “Lamb of God”, the Son of God, The Son of Man, the staircase between heaven and earth, the King of Israel and the King of kings. 

Life Application - How will I apply this study to my life? ____________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Next lesson: John chapter 2 “The First Miracle”
References: Through the Bible in one year by Stringfellow, NIV study Bible and NKJV Study Bible
