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Baptist John 1:29), and His first miracle 
at Cana (John 2:1). 
 

The season of Advent lasts for four Sun-
days leading up to Christmas. Advent 
symbolizes the present situation of the 
Church in these ñlast daysò (Acts 
2:17, Hebrews 1:2), as Godôs people 
wait for the return of Christ in glory to 
consummate His eternal kingdom. The 
Church is in a similar situation as Israel 
at the end of the Old Testament: in exile, 
waiting and hoping in prayerful expecta-
tion for the coming of the Messiah. Israel 
looked back to Godôs past gracious ac-
tions on their behalf in leading them out 
of Egypt in the Exodus and, on this ba-
sis, they called for God once again to act 
for them. In the same way, the Church 
today, during Advent, looks back upon 
Christôs coming in celebration while at 
the same time looking forward in eager 
anticipation to the second coming of 
Christôs kingdom when He returns for His 
people. In this light, the Advent hymn ñO 
Come, O Come, Emmanuelò perfectly 
represents the Churchôs cry during the 
Advent season: 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel,  
And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here,  
Until the Son of God appears. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come 
to thee, O Israel. 

 

While Israel would have sung the song in 
expectation of Christôs first coming, we 
now sing the song in commemoration of 
that first coming and in joyful expectation 
of the second coming of Christ as Lord of 
lords and King of kings. I encourage you 
and invite you to rejoice in this season of 
Advent! 
 

Rejoice! 

Pastor Luke E. Torian 
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Upcoming Events 

12/2:    Christmas Fellowship (Zones B-H2) 

12/9:    Christmas Fellowship (Zones I-N) 

12/15:  Angel Tree Christmas Party 

12/24:  Christmas Eve Service 

12/25:  Church Closed 

Rejoice in the  
Season of Advent 

 

Advent is a time of looking 
back to the birth of Christ 
and looking forward to the 
day Christ comes again. For Chris-
tians, this is also a declaration and a 
promise. The word ñAdventò is de-
rived from the Latin word adventus, 
meaning ñcoming.ò Advent was a 
season of preparation for  the bap-
tism of new Christians at the Janu-
ary feast of Epiphany, the celebra-
tion of Godôs incarnation represent-
ed by the visit of the Magi to the 
baby Jesus (Matthew 2:1), His bap-
tism in the Jordan River by John the  
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   2018 Theme:  Living in His Abundance 2 Corinthians 9:8 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=joh+1:29
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=joh+2:1
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ac+2:17
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ac+2:17
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=heb+1:2
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=mt+2:1
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Hours of Operation and Notice of 
Closure During Inclement 

Weather  
 

The Church Office is open Monday 
ï Friday 8:30 a.m. ï 5:00 p.m. and 
reopens again at 6:30 p.m. for even-
ing activities that begin at 7:00 p.m.  
Any changes to normal operational 
hours will be posted on our  website 
at www.fmzbc.com. If you call the 
Office during a closure, there will be 
a recorded message with details.  

 

In the event of closure due to in-
clement weather, you will be noti-
fied by your Zone Leader. Other re-
sources include calling the Church 
at (703) 670-0184 to listen to the 
voicemail greeting or by visiting our 
website. You may also tune in to 
WTOP Radio 103.5 or watch WJLA 
Channel 7 or News Channel 8. 
 

Members are encouraged to sign-up 

to receive an email notification by 

going to www.cancellations.com.  
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You donôt want to miss this awesome Christmas Musical on Sunday, Decem-
ber 16, 2018.  It is not too late to participate.  Rehearsals will be held Decem-
ber 3, 4, 6, 10, 11, 13 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. and final Dress Rehearsal, Satur-
day, December 15th, at 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.  Please call Min. Sylstea Sledge at 
(703) 670-0184 and get on board! 

Greetings Brothers & Sisters in Christ, at First Mount Zion, our Interest Based 

Small Group meetings is a gathering of 15 people or less who connect with oth-

ers who have a common interest or activity and engage in life-giving conversa-

tion and study. Regardless of the type of group, through that common interest, 

we seek to love God, grow in God, serve God and share God together and with 

others. Participants may include First Mount Zion members and non-members. 

Join us! We have a variety of groups for everyone, including YOU. Please view 

our Interest Based Small Groups Connection Point Wall directly across from the 

Executive Conference Room. There you will find a brief description of every 

Interest Based Small Group available to you along with the contact information 

for all of our Small Group leaders. We look forward to serving you. God bless 

you! 
 
 
 

Stephanie M. Craddock  
Small Groups Director 

Scraddock@firstmountzionbc.org 

703.670.0184  


